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GRADE 3 - Lesson two 
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TOPIC: “Row, Row, Row, Your Boat”

CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS:

Students will:
� create melodic contour maps that indicate the direction of pitches in

familiar songs

� identify the beat, rhythm, melodic contour (shape), dynamics and tempo 
in familiar pieces of music

MATERIALS: “Row, Row, Row, Your Boat” Lyric Sheet (p.6)
“Row, Row, Row, Your Boat” Activity Sheet (p.7)
CD track 6 “Row, Row, Row, Your Boat”

SUGGESTED LESSON SEQUENCE:

1. Distribute a copy of “Row, Row, Row, Your Boat” Lyric Sheet (p.6), 
to each of the students.

2. Play track 6 “Row, Row, Row, Your Boat”. Have the students join in singing.

3. Review the difference between beat (a steady pulse) and rhythm 
(the instrumentation/melody that surrounds the beat).

4. Distribute a copy of “Row, Row, Row, Your Boat” Activity Sheet (p.7) to 
each of the students.

5. Re-play track 6, and ask the students to identify the instrument that is 
playing the steady beat (drum). Have the students circle the correct answer
on their activity sheet.

6. Ask the students to identify the instrument that is playing the rhythm (flute). 
Have the students circle the correct answer on their activity sheet.

http://www.emcnotes.com/TC_music/grade3 track 6.mp3
http://www.emcnotes.com/TC_music/grade3 track 6.mp3


Lesson two
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7. Review the definition of tempo (the speed of the song). Review the terms
allegro (fast) and largo (slow). Introduce the term moderato
(moderate / medium). (These terms were first introduced in 
Grade 1A and 2A.) 

8. Re-play track 6, and ask the students to identify the tempo of the song
using the correct terminology. (moderato) Have the students circle the 
correct answer on the activity sheet.

9. Review dynamics (the loudness of a song). Review the terms piano (soft), 
and forte (loud). (These terms were first introduced in Grade 2A.)

10. Re-play track 6, and ask the students to identify the dynamic of the 
song using the correct terminology (piano). Have the students circle the
correct answer on their activity sheet.

11. Review the term pitch (highness or lowness of a sound). 
(This term was first introduced in Grade 1A.) 

12. Tell the students that as we sing or play a song, we change the pitches
of notes. Sometimes our voices go up in pitch, and sometimes our voices
go down in pitch.

13. Explain to the students that they will be asked to draw a line that follows
what their voices do when they sing the song “Row, Row, Row, Your Boat”. 

14. Play track 6 again and have the students trace the melodic contour of the
song with their finger, following the guide on their activity sheets. Model this
with the students, repeating the activity until the desired results have been
achieved.

15. Re-play the track and have the students trace the melodic contour line on
their activity sheet with a crayon or pencil.

EVALUATION STRATEGIES:
� Assess “Row, Row, Row, Your Boat” Activity Sheet.

� See “Row, Row, Row, Your Boat” Answer Sheet (p.8).

� See Checklist Evaluation (p.42), “Row Your Boat” Activity Sheet.

http://www.emcnotes.com/TC_music/grade3 track 6.mp3
http://www.emcnotes.com/TC_music/grade3 track 6.mp3
http://www.emcnotes.com/TC_music/grade3 track 6.mp3
http://www.emcnotes.com/TC_music/grade3 track 6.mp3


“Row, Row, Row,Your Boat” Lyric Sheet
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Row, row, row, your boat
Gently down the stream.
Merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily,
Life is but a dream.
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“Row, Row, Row,Your Boat”

Activity Sheet 

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1. Circle the name of the instrument that plays the beat.

flute drum guitar

2. Circle the name of the instrument that plays the rhythm.

flute drum guitar

3. What is the tempo of the song?

largo allegro moderato

4. What is the dynamic of the song?

piano forte

5. Trace the melodic contour for the following:

Row, row, row your boat, gently  down the stream

Merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily, life is but a dream
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“Row, Row, Row,Your Boat”

Answer Sheet

1. Circle the name of the instrument that plays the beat.

flute drum guitar

2. Circle the name of the instrument that plays the rhythm.

flute drum guitar

3. What is the tempo of the song?

largo allegro moderato

4. What is the dynamic of the song?

piano forte

5. Trace the melodic contour for the following:

Row, row, row your boat, gently  down the stream

Merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily, life is but a dream




